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" CHAPTER ONE

-7 The Story of the Ghost Ship

.t . ate and Mike Sullivan live in San Francisco with @&

e

their parents and their pet dog, Lucky. Their home is on

Russian Hill and from their house Kate and Mike have a great
view of San Francisco Bay and the Golden Gate Bridge. Their
father, Frank Sullivan, is a professor and teaches marine biology !
at San Francisco University. Their mother, Liz Sullivan, works in
a big bookshop in the city center.

Kate is fourteen and her brother Mike is fifteen. Kate goes to
Lincoln Middle School and Mike goes to Galileo High School.
Kate is a pretty girl with long blonde hair and blue eyes. She likes
school, but doesn’t like math. She loves dancing and belongs to
the Lincoln Dance Club. She is a very good dancer and wants to

become a professional dancer one day.

1. marine biology : this science studies life in the sea.



The Story of the Ghost Ship

Mike is tall with brown hair and blue eyes. He is in his first
year of high school and he always has a lot of homework. He is an
excellent swimmer and is a member of the Galileo High School
swimming team.

Our story begins on a sunny Monday morning early in June.

“Half past seven!” said Kate, putting on her watch, “time for
breakfast.” \

“I'wo more weeks and school is over,” said Mike happily.

“Summer vacation — the best time of the year,” said Kate
laughing. Kate was also excited because after the summer she was
going to start high school.

“Good morning,”

said Mrs Sullivan, who was preparing
breakfast. “Kate, remember you have an eye doctor’s appointment
today after school with Dr Lee. Please don't be late.”

“I know, Mom,” said Kate. “But I don’t want to go, I don’t want
to wear glasses.”

“Kate, you can't study well at school; you need a pair of

' said

glasses. If you don't get them, your eyesight will get worse,’
Mr Sullivan, drinking a cup of coffee. “There’s nothing wrong
with glasses. 1 wear them. A lot of kids wear them.”

“Susan Garcia in my class just got glasses,” said Mike, “and she
looks better with glasses than without them.”

Kate slowly ate her breakfast and said, “OK, OK, I'll wear them
to see the board.”

Suddenly there was a knock on the door. It was Julie Bennett,
Kate’s best friend.

“Hi,” said Julie, a pretty fourteen-year-old girl with short black
hair. “I came to pick you up so we can walk to school together.”

“Hi, Julie,” said Kate. “I'm still having breakfast. Just sit down

and have some cookies.”
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“Hi, Julie,” said Mrs Sullivan, as she turned on the television
to watch the weather report and the morning news.

“Another warm sunny day in San Francisco,” said the speaker,
“with heavy afternoon fog along the Pacific coast, particularly in
the Bodega Bay area...”

“It’s always foggy in Bodega Bay,” said Mike. “Do you
remember our adventure up there?”

“When did you go to Bodega Bay?” asked Julie, eating a cookie.

“It was about eighteen months ago,” said Kate, “and Carlos
Gomez came with us. We had quite an adventure.”

“Sounds exciting,” said Julie. “Tell me about it.”

Kate looked at Mike and her parents and they all started
laughing.

“Well, Mom and 1 have to go to work,” said Mr Sullivan. “It’s
getting late. See you this evening. Bye.”

“OK, let me tell you about it,” said Kate, looking at her watch.
“Mom, Dad, Mike, Carlos and I went to the Farallon Islands on
Dad’s new boat, The Pelican. He was studying the sea birds and
the fish in the area. We were all excited about the trip. But the
first night I saw the ghost of a boy near my bed. I screamed 2 and
was scared, but no one believed me. Then one night Mom and
Dad heard a ship’s bell and saw a yellow light at sea. They
thought someone needed help so they took the lifeboat and left
The Pelican. The next morning we couldn’t find them and we
were worried. We took the boat and went to look for them. In the
fog we saw a strange old ship, The- Sonora. Later we discovered
that it was an old Spanish pirate ship that was lost at sea in
1608.”

2. screamed : shouted in a very loud way because I was scared.
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m UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT
)

KET

El COMPREHENSION CHECK
Are these sentences “Right” (A) or “Wrong” (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer “Right” (A) or “Wrong” (B), choose “Doesn’t say”
(C). There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 The Sullivan family lived in a big red house.

Right Wrong (©) Doesn’t say
2 1 Mr Sullivan worked a lot of hours at the university.
"!; Right Wrong Doesn’t say

2 Kate Sullivan liked dancing.
Right Wrong Doesn’t say

3 Mrs Sullivan was reading the newspaper.
Right Wrong Doesn’t say

4 Kate’s eye doctor appointment was at half past four.
Right Wrong Doesn’t say

5 Julie was Kate’s older sister.
Right Wrong Doesn’t say

6 Kate told Juiie about the family’s adventure on The Sonora.
Right Wrong Doesn’t say

H VOCABULARY - OPPOSITES
Match the adjectives and adverbs on the left with their opposites on the right.

1 [ happily A softly

Py D tall 2 quickly

3 D young C sadly

4 D loudly D cheap

5 D late E old

6 [ ] badly £ woell

7 [] friendly G short

8 D slowly -4 unfriendly
9 D expensive I early

Now write five sentences using some of the words from the list in each
sentence. Find examples in Chapter One to help you use the words in
the correct position.
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We know
LA DPEIA) books
B CAPTAIN SALAMANCA’S TREASURE MAP

Look at Captain Salamanca’s treasure map and complete the sentences
with north, south, east or west.

The lighthouse is of the Baia.

“Agua” is of the Baia.

The Baia is of Hacienda Estrada.

The “cementerio” is of the Baia.
Hacienda Estrada is of the “cementerio”.




